[Colorectal cancer].
To describe the multistep carcinogenesis of the colon and rectum, and updated in the screening diagnosis and treatment of colorectal cancer. Colorectal cancer is one of the most frequent malignant neoplasia in developing countries. In Mexico, is the second malignant neoplasia of the gastrointestinal tract. A literature search was performed to known the usefulness of screening, diagnosis and treatment procedures. Also, some of our actual proceedings are described. No impact in decreasing the mortality rate for colorectal cancer, has been observed with the contemporary screening programs in low risk population. The recommended treatment for colorectal cancer in early stages (Dukes A and B1) is the surgical resection alone. In those patients with colon metastasizing to the lymph nodes (Dukes C), a combination of surgery + chemotherapy is recommended. In patients with rectal cancer with full penetration until the perirectal fat or with lymph node metastasis (Dukes B2 and C) a combination of surgery, chemotherapy and radiotherapy is the elective treatment. Until today, is controversial if radiotherapy should be used pre- or postoperatively. The colorectal carcinogenesis included a multistep where are involved a tumor suppressor genes and oncogenes. Surgery is the accepted treatment for early colorectal cancer. A combination of surgery + chemotherapy +/- radiotherapy is the elective treatment for locally advanced colorectal cancer.